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- To all Archeoclub’s partners

Subject:   Request for expressions of interest to the local project “Kalat: the future designs”

The Archeoclub, thanks also to your collaboration, has completed a decade of experience in the archaeological field, in the international youth mobility and the European projects for youth. Through International Summer Camps, European Voluntary Service projects and youth exchanges were so far involved more than 400 youngsters from all over Europe and from non-European countries for periods ranging from one week to one year. There has been also organized internships for several Italian universities and all these have allowed:

· the realisation of the archaeological map of the municipality with the location, the study and the catalogation of 158 sites on 70% of the territory;
· the recovery of a necropolis of the Bronze Age for the creation of a suburban park;
· the set up of a permanent exhibition and of 3 workshops addressed to Sicilian scholars about archeology, art & tourism.
· the establishment of a well-equipped center for archaeological didactics and researches, with 4 beds, 2 vans, workshop area, warehouse, technical equipment & computer stations.
Expiring the next February 19th, the area of Campobello di Licata - Ravanusa will have an important opportunity benefiting to an announcement from the Fondazione per il Sud (http://www.fondazioneperilsud.it/home/), on which this Archeoclub wishes to present the following proposal, valid for at least two years, with the overall objective of:
Internationalize the local context and overcome the cultural marginality of the local youth by bringing them together and work beside youngsters and foreign experts for the development of the main resources by initiating sustainable projects, particularly in the field of the cultural tourism.
The project foresees:

1. develop the experience and the structure facilities installed for the implementation of Kalat’s Archaeological Camps also in the neighboring Ravanusa, where is Monte Saraceno, one of the richest places -neglected & ravaged- of the south central Sicily in order to

a. Contribute to the qualification and entertainment of this important site; 

b. implement research and development activities with a positive cost-benefit ratio;
c. increase awareness and involvement of the local youth to their own heritage;
2. develop the international hosting activities already promoted at Campobello and make artists and art schools to work in Campobello di Licata, known as the city of murals, in order to:
a. diversify and increase the allocation of art pieces in the urban center;
b. qualify, animate and make more attractive the urban environment;
c. portray definitively and enhance the town with a more than positive cost benefit ratio;
d. increase the good sense, the awareness and involvement of the local youth into art and landscapes;
3. since the future is not designed it undergoes and having regard to the almost total absence of initiatives and support for youth projects, from the local point of the European network of youth information about programmes and initiatives of the European Union (EuroDesk), the Archeoclub proposes the structuring of a Youth Design Center. Through the transfer of skills and European methods and the interaction with qualified experts on design, it can cooperate with active associations in the care and valorization of the "common assets" as well as education of youth, in cultural mediation and welcome/integration of immigrants, in the development of human capital of excellence; in the development, qualification and innovation of social & health services, fostering the development of innovative and effective projects for youth to rely on fundings at local, regional, national and European level, able to:
a. contribute significantly to the sustainability of the project in its entirety;
b. contribute and support the design and the acquisition of skills among youth;
c. stimulate the culture of design and increase the number of youngsters which make use of the information sources;
d. support and develop concrete activities about anti-mafia, integration, intercultural often not provided with adequate fundings, starting a virtuous cycle.
For these purposes the Archeoclub requires at the latest Monday, February 18th your expression of interest in the project "Kalat: the future designs" aimed to seek, establish and strengthen not short-term relationships with operators, experts and managers; centers, associations, Arts, archaeological & social planning institutions in order to carry out on an ongoing summer camps, missions, youth exchanges, contact seminars, study visits, internships, training experiences & workshops.
 The President

Ms. Emilia Bella
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